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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Seizure (2007) 16, 378
www.elsevier.com/locate/yseizDear Editor,
I write in response to a recent article about EEG and
the associated training.1 The article appears to
suggest that there is little or no training within
the profession and that, as a result of this, the tests
are undertaken in an inadequate manner thereby
making the results meaningless for clinical purpose.
Moreover, to add weight to the arguments put for-
ward, the article also reports the results of a survey
carried by the authors.
However, in order to give your readers a balanced
account it should be pointed out that the survey
mentioned was undertaken 6 years ago and only
attracted a 48% response rate. It should be noted
that this survey was not, as suggested, carried out in
conjunction with, or the aid of, the professional
body (EPTA) and that the results did not include
statistics from many of the large, well established
departments who carry out paediatric work on a
daily basis as they simply did not receive the ques-
tionnaires. Therefore, the methodology, and valid-
ity and subsequent conclusions drawn from this
limited survey should be questioned.
The education and training of Clinical Physiolo-
gists who undertake this work is a very important
and integral part of the process. Indeed the NVQ
training course mentioned in the article was closely
linked to the Department of Health’s recognisedDOI of original article: 10.1016/j.seizure.2006.02.021.
1059-1311/$ — see front matter # 2007 British Epilepsy Association
doi:10.1016/j.seizure.2007.02.001National Occupational Standards which incorpo-
rated a series of assessments and examinations,
based on practical and theoretical knowledge
including paediatrics. The introduction of the
B.Sc. course in 2002 further enhanced training
and all practitioners are now assessed formally at
performing and reporting paediatric EEGs before
undergoing a national assessment. Added to this,
there are also a growing number of physiologists who
also possess M.Sc. degrees. Therefore, the assertion
that there has been no formal paediatric training is
totally misleading.
I hope the above comments help to clarify the
position and give a more accurate view of paediatric
neurophysiology training nationally.Reference
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